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1855     than the excessive disparity between the two armies of the ----      Allies.    It galled his  national pride to see the French out-
'ET' 6S numbering the British troops in the proportion of at least four to one. Not only was the disparity injurious to the success of the siege, inasmuch as our men were numerically incapable of working and holding the wide extent of front which was allotted to them, without undue and consequently injurious physical strain ; but the comparative insignificance of the British army brought the credit and prestige of England so low that her commanders found themselves compelled to give way to the superior influence of the French, even when there was no doubt that the latter were in the wrong. The effects of this disparity were felt as much in the Embassy as at headquarters. M. Benedetti, the French charge d'affaires, who presided over the Legation pending the arrival of M. Baraguay d'Hilliers' successor, was unwearying in his efforts to counteract Lord Stratford's influence in every possible or impossible way. He intrigued with those of the Ottoman ministers who were known to be hostile to the Great Elchi in order to defeat every movement that was specially dear to England. He took advantage of Lord Stratford's absence for ten days in the Crimea to persuade the Sultan to recall his brother in law, Mohammed AH, a notorious criminal, who had murdered one of his concubines, had been guilty of peculation and downright treason, and had at last been sent into exile. Freed from the control of Reshid, who immediately resigned on hearing of the recall of Mohammed AH, and aided by this wretch and Riza the Seraskier, an old foe of the Elchi, M. Benedetti plotted to bring about the fall of Omar Pasha, the generalissimo of the Ottoman forces, partly because Riza personally disliked Omar, but more because the latter enjoyed to a certain extent the confidence of the British ambassador ; and it was largely owing to this sinister influence that Omar was not on his way to the relief of Kars long before he actually departed. Soon after Lord Stratford's return from the Crimea these plots bore fruit in the sudden resignation of the generalissimo. The ostensible ground was the decision of the Seraskier to withdraw five thousand men from the force under Omar's command, which was then usefully employed in hold-